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CAC Facilitates Ethics Training for
Winfield Township Board

Building the Capacity of
Public Officials

PROHIBITED
POLITICAL
ACTIVITY

CAC Community Lawyer Jackson
Paller offered to conduct a free
training for the Winfield Township
Board on Ethics after reviewing a
newsletter sent from the Township to
constituents before an election. The
Winfield Township Board welcomed
the offer, and CAC spoke at the
February 13th, 2023, Board Meeting.

The Illinois State Employees and
Ethics Act requires local units of
government to adopt, at a minimum, provisions on gift bans and prohibited
political activity for local government officials and employees. The CAC's
training focused on what prohibited political activity is, how local public
officials and employees can ensure compliance, and suggested best practices.
Some specific areas CAC covered included:

Reviewing what activity is "political" in nature.

Reviewing the definition of "compensated time."

Reviewing what are "government resources."

Discussing the First Amendment rights of public officials & the ethics

ordinances.

Outlining the difference between information vs. advocacy.

e Adhering to best practices, such as clearly posting on websites how to
file an ethics complaint and what the process is regarding the complaint
once it is filed.

e Working through real-world examples.

Does your local government entity need
a refresher on Ethics Training?

Email cac@citizenadvocacycenter.org to schedule



a free training!

Please consider making a donation to CAC

today. We accept multiple forms of support, Make Your Donation
including stock gifts, checks, and online
donations. Here, Today

All donations to CAC are tax-deductible
as allowed by law.

CAC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, nonpartisan,
free, community legal organization. Visit our website

Our mission is to build democracy for the
21st Century by strengthening the
citizenry's capacities, resources, and
institutions for self-governance.

Contact the CAC at:
630-833-4080
or

cac@citizenadvocacycenter.org



https://www.citizenadvocacycenter.org/donate.html
https://www.citizenadvocacycenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CitizenAdvocacyCenter/
https://twitter.com/AdvocacyCenter1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOQe4F1Byiju0E81zEpDtIw

